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I had really hoped that Hunt would be back by 
now writing this chat but unfortunately, just 
when he was recovering nicely from his 
operation, he suffered a mild stroke which 
affected his ability to swallow and he ended up 
in Wellington Hospital. On last report he was 
improving slowly and making some progress 
towards receiving sustenance by mouth. We 
all wish him a speedy recovery and return to 
good health. 
 
Term three classes are progressing well and 
we have small but enthusiastic groups of 
members studying Desktop Publishing, 
Spread Sheets, Email and Internet and 
Genealogy as well as the usual courses.  
 
The Digital Camera Club interest group met 
on Friday 21 August, (always the third Friday 
of the month), and ten enthusiastic members 
attended but the designated speaker from 
Cartridge World was unable to be present due 
to business pressure so Ron spoke on using 
the computer for video editing. The “Photo of 
the Month” was won by Peter Badart with his 
“Spring Blossoms”.  
 

 
Remember any of our members can attend 
any meeting when it suits them. Just turn up 
with your digital camera and a gold coin entry 
fee. 
 
SeniorNet Porirua, on behalf of The 
Federation, is hosting a Regional 
Meeting/Tutor Training day, on Wednesday 
30 September commencing at 10.00 am and 
continuing until 3.30 pm, in the Helen Smith 
Community room, Pataka. Lunch will be 
provided and all committee and tutors are 
welcome. 
Grant Sidaway, the Federation CEO, is having 
a well deserved break visiting his daughter in 
the UK but will be back on 28 August. 
 
On behalf of The Federation I would like to 
thank all our members who registered with 
Telstra Clear and also those who responded 
to The Federation initiated survey. 
 
You are reminded of e-Day, which this year, 
will be held on Saturday 12 September. This 
is a great opportunity to get rid of all unused 
computer equipment for safe disposal. Info 
and sites near you are on: www.eday.org.nz  
 
 
Laurie Davies 
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SENIORNET - END OF TERM 3 
 

 

Friday 
 

 

18 September 
 

 
 
 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE FOR TERM 4 
 

 

Friday 
 

 

25 September 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SENIORNET - START OF TERM 4  
 

 

Monday 
 

 

12 October 
 

 
 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY  
 

 
Monday 

 
26 October 

 
Labour Day 

 
 

 
. 

 

Many thanks to these  
Term 3 Tutors 

 
 
Introduction to Computers  
Enid Alexander Graham Alexander 
 
Word Processing – Level 1 
Keith Wood  Margot Stuart 
 
Spreadsheets 
Graham Ellett  Sean O’Neil  
 
Genealogy 
Laurie Davies   Margot Stuart 

Workshops 
Laurie Davies  Ron Dunbar  

Desktop Publishing 
Dave Thorpe 

Email and Internet  
Bob Pretty 

 
 
 
 
 
 

AN OPEN DAY WILL BE HELD   
 

Tuesday 22 September 
 

 Where: Ngati Toa School 
 

 Piko Street, Titahi Bay 
 Room 2 
 
 

   Time: 9.30am – 12.30pm  
 

 You are all welcome to attend 
 and - please bring a friend . 

 

 * Come and talk to our tutors 
 * Receive Assistance 
 * Check out the equipment 
 *   Friendly atmosphere 
    

Light refreshments will be served   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

        
       Tutors Function  

 
 

Wednesday 7 October 
 

 VENUE: Ngati Toa School 
 

 TIME: 1.30pm 
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FOR A LAUGH – 6 YEAR OLDS 
 
The teacher had first grade students in her 
class and gave them the first part of a well-
known proverb and then asked them to come 
up with the remainder 
 
These are some of the results: 
TEACHER 6 YEAR OLD 
Don’t change horses Until they stop running 
Strike while the Bug is close 
It’s always darkest 
before 

Daylight saving time 

You can lead a horse to 
water but 

How? 

Don’t bite the hand that Looks dirty 
An idle mind is The best way to relax 
Happy the bride who Gets all the presents 
Laugh and the whole 
world laughs with you, 
cry and 

You have to blow your 
nose 

A penny saved is Not much 
There are none so blind 
as 

Stevie Wonder 

If at first you don’t 
succeed 

Get new batteries 

A bird in the hand  Is going to poop on you 
Better late than Pregnant  
When the blind lead the 
blind 

Get out of the way 

Children should be 
seen and not 

Spanked or grounded 

 
 

 
 

Keyboard locked -  
Try anything you can think of. 

 
 

 
HOW DO I USE MY KEYBOARD TO 
SELECT FONTS? 
 
Press CTRL + Shift + F  
This activates the Font list box in the 
Formatting toolbar. 
Press the Down Arrow  keys on your 
keyboard to select the font you want to use 
Press ENTER to apply the font 
 
Note: The ‘+’ symbol is not pressed 
 
 

IF THE TASKBAR HAS DISAPPEARED 
 
Solution One 
Click on the following: 
 

1)  Start button 
2)  Control Panel 
3)  Appearance and Themes 
4)  Taskbar and Start Menu 
 
In the taskbar options check to see if  
Auto-hide  is selected. 
 
 
 
If it is, left click on the check box to unselect it 
 
 
 
If the taskbar is still not visible, it’s possible 
that it’s been dragged off the screen. 
 
Solution Two 
To bring back the Taskbar move the cursor to 
the bottom of the screen 
 
When the mouse cursor changes to 
the up-down arrow holding the left 
mouse button down will allow you to 
drag the Taskbar up 
 

 
 
 
TRUE STORIES FROM 
TECHNICAL SUPPORT:    
 
          Hee Hee Hee 
 
A caller, perplexed that his new desktop 
computer - the one that was supposed to do 
everything short of bringing on world peace - 
was doing nothing, cried out for help.  
 
No problem, the IBM technician said. First, 
open a "window" to launch a specific program. 
The conversation continued, and the caller 
asked a few moments later if it might be all 
right to close the window.  
 
Why, the IBM technician asked. Because, the 
caller responded, it was getting very chilly. 
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Some - COMMON PC TERMS – USED ON 
THE COMPUTER LANGUAGE 
 

ASCII American Standard Code for 
Information Interchange 

BIOS Basic Input / Output System 
BIT Binary digit. The smallest bit of 

information that a computer can 
deal with 

BYTE 1 Byte =a group of 8 bits, 
making up a single memory 
location 

DLL Dynamic Link Library 
DPI Dots Per Inch 
GB Gigabyte = 

(1,073,741,824 bytes) 
KB Kilobyte = (1024 bytes) 
MB Megabyte = (1,048,576 bytes) 
MIDI Musical Instrument Digital 

Interface 
MPEG Moving Pictures Experts Group 
OLE Object Linking and Embedding 
PIF Program Information File 
RAM Random Access Memory. It 

refers to the actual memory that 
the computer uses for storing 
and manipulating data.  

ROM Read Only Memory.  
A special memory chip into 
which information has been 
burned in, so that it cannot be 
erased or changed 

TB Terabyte 
(Approx one trillion bytes) 

URL Uniform Resource Locator 
WYSIWYG What You See Is What You Get 

( Pronounced wiz-ee-wig )  
 

 
 

 
 
 

To know what we know 
And to know what we do not know 

is wisdom 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FUNNY COMPUTER VOCABULARY 
 
Analog: Hors d’oeuvre, usually made from 
cheese and covered with crushed nuts 
 

Backup:  Opposite of go forward 
 

Computer: A device designed to speed and 
automate errors 
 

Coding: An addictive drug 
 

Console: What one does to a depressed 
computer 
 

Cursor: An expert in 4-letter words 
 

Hardware: The parts of a computer which can 
be kicked 
 

Keyboard:  An instrument used for entering 
errors into a system 
 
Password:  The nonsense word taped to your 
terminal 
 
 

 
 

Everything should be made as simple as 
possible, but no simpler. 
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GOOGLE SEARCH TIPS AND SHORTCUTS 
 
 
 
 
 
Quick Tip:  
Google search results are returned faster if 
you hit the Enter  key instead of clicking the 
Search button beside the search box! 
 
The answers will then appear on the top row 
of all the search results as in the following 
 
Book Search: 
To search for book text, simply use the word 
"book" in front of your search phrase. This will 
remove non-book related search results. 
 

Example Search 
book The Lord of the Rings 
 

 
 

 
 
Calculator:  Google has a built-in calculator 
function. To use it, simply type the equation in 
the search box. 
 

Example Search:  
5*4+6/2 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Definitions: 
If you're looking for a definition of a word, you 
can see all dictionary results by typing the 
word define in front of the search term. The 
first search result is "Web Definitions".  
Clicking on this link will show all definitions of 
the word you searched for on the Web. 
 

Example Search:  
define technology 

Time:  When trying to figure out time zones 
and what time it is in another part of the world, 
you simply need to type time followed by the 
name of the city in the search box. The first 
Google result will show the current local time 
of all cities with the name you entered for 
example Brisbane. If you use Brisbane, 
Queensland for example, you will see the time 
for Brisbane, Queensland so be specific. 
 
Example Search:  
time Brisbane, Queensland  (or any city) 

 
 

 

Weather:  To look up your local weather 
forecast type the word "weather" followed by 
your city. The first search result will show 
current conditions plus show a brief 4-day 
outlook for the city you have entered. 
 

Example Search: 
weather Wellington  (or any city) 

 
 

 
 

To keep old knowledge warm and get new 
makes the teacher 

 
 

 
 

Father’s Day Google 
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WORD 2003 TIPS 
 
To quickly add arrows to a document 

� To insert the right arrow in the 
     documents, type --> 

� To insert the bold right arrow in the 
     documents, type ==> 

� To insert the left arrow in the 
     documents, type <--                                                                                             

� To insert the bold left arrow in the 
      documents, type <== 

 
 
TO INSERT ACCENTS AND SPECIAL 
CHARACTERS 
 
1. Click where you want to insert the accent 

or special character 
2. Make sure the Num Lock button / light is 

ON 
3. Hold down the ALT key and then use the 

numeric keypad, type the character code.   
4. Below are a few examples 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
AUTO-HIDE THE WINDOWS XP  
TASKBAR UNTIL YOU NEED IT 
 
While the Windows XP taskbar makes 
navigating easy while programs are open, it 
does take up room on your screen.  If you’d 
like the taskbar to remain hidden until you 
need it – do the following 
 
 

¨ Right-click an empty area of the Taskbar 
and choose Properties  

¨ When the Taskbar and Start Properties 
dialogue box appears, select the Taskbar  
tab 

¨ Check Auto-hide the taskbar  
¨ Also make sure there is a check in the box 

labelled Keep the taskbar on top of other 
windows 

¨ Click OK to close the dialog box 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Learning without thought is naught; thought 
without learning is dangerous 

 
 

 
 
 
Customer:  
I can't seem to send any email. 
 
Tech Support:  
What are you doing to send it? 
 
Customer:  
I write it down on a piece of paper, slide it into 
the slot on the front of my computer, and click 
on 'send mail.  
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CALCULATE A TOTAL OF FIGURES IN A 
WORD TABLE DOCUMENT 
 
When you have a table of columns with many 
figures in and you need the totals quickly: 
 
1. Click in an empty cell below the last figure 
2. Open the TABLE  menu 
3. Select Formula (as below) 
4. Click OK to accept the sum 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It will then add up all your figures in that 
column and give you the answer  
 

 
 
DISPLAY AN INDEX OF ALL THE FILES ON 
YOUR SYSTEM 
 
1. From the Start menu 
 

2. Select Search 
 

3. Then select For Files or All Files and 
Folders 

 

4. Select a drive in the ‘Look in’ slot’  
Local Hard Drives (C:) 

 

5. Click Search Now 
 
Note:  You do not need to specify anything in 
the Named slots 
 

 
 
Cool Fact 
The save icon on Microsoft Word shows a 
floppy disk, with the shutter on backwards. 
 
 

HUMOR FOR LEXOPHILES (LOVERS OF 
WORDS): 
 
* I wondered why the baseball was getting 
  bigger. Then it hit me. 
 

* To write with a broken pencil is pointless. 
 

* When fish are in schools they sometimes 
   take debate  
 

* A thief who stole a calendar got twelve 
  months. 
 

* If you take a laptop computer for a run you 
  could jog your memory. 
 

* The dead batteries were given out free of 
   charge 
     

 
 
SOME SHORTCUT HOTKEYS 

 
��� �  Win - Press windows key to 
open start menu 
 

Win + M – Apply to minimise all 
opened windows 
 

Win + L - Press keys to lock keyboard in XP 
 

Win + E - Press keys to open My Computer 
 

Win + F - Apply to open search options 
 

Win + D - View desktop/minimise all windows  
 

 
Win + F1-To view the detail windows help 
page (use the F1 key as shown) 
 
 

Alt + Tab - Move through taskbar programs 
 
 
Alt + F4 - Press keys to close active windows 
program (use the F4 key as shown) 
 

 

 
 

A conclusion is simply the place 
 where you got tired of thinking 
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ERROR MESSAGE 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

What caused that error message? 
I'm sure it wasn't me. 
Now there is another one - 
and I didn't touch a key! 
 
I bought a brand new program, 
hope it didn't have a bug. 
I think it's much more likely  
it was caused by a mug. 
 
The screen is black, the cursor's gone, 
someone must have hid it. 
Aha, now it's back again - 
but I don't know how I did it! 
 
I'm sure that this computer  
has a mind of its own, 
So until I find an expert 
better leave the thing alone! 
 

 
 
MAILING AND TELEMARKETING LISTS 
 

 
Do you want to get off their 
lists and not receive any more 
junk mail? 
 

 

Well, here’s how. Go to: 
www.marketing.org.nz  
 

Follow the links on the right hand side with 
these 2 options 
Do not Mail 
Do not call 
Click on which ever one you want or both and 
enter your details.   
 

Or, you can email them at: 
donotmail@marketing.org.nz  
Just enter your full name and address 
 

GO METRIC 
 
If you want your ruler to use centimetres 
instead of inches, or vice-versa do the 
following: 
 
1. Choose Tools  then Options  
2. When the Options  multi-tabbed dialogue 

box appears, click the General  tab 
3. Next to the Measurement Units  click on 

the pull-down reveal box, choose your 
desired unit of measurement 

4. Press OK 
 

 
 
 

             
 
 

 
 
 

Tech Support: Ok, now click your left mouse 
button. 
 

Customer: (silence) But I only have one 
mouse. 
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WHAT IS A TEMPORARY INTERNET FILE? 
 
A temporary Internet file is a file that is located 
on your hard drive that a browser uses to 
store Web site data for every Web page or 
URL address that you visit.  
 
When the Web server sends the Web page 
files to the browser, they are stored in a file so 
that the next time you visit the same Web site 
the browser takes the data from the temporary 
Internet file. Loading the Web site in this way 
from a temporary Internet file is called 
caching. 
 

 
 

Enjoying a tipple or two at 
SeniorNet AGM Lower Hutt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Colin Young, Laurie Davies and Graham Ellett 
 

 
 

A computer's attention span is  
as long as it's power cord. 

 
 
DID YOU KNOW THAT 
Stewardesses is the longest word typed with 
only the left hand 
 
And Lollipop is the longest word typed with the 
right hand 
 

THE FLU SEASON 
 
Take the doctor’s approach…. Think about 
it… When you go for a flu jab, what do they do 
first? 
They clean your arm with alcohol… 
Why?  Because Alcohol Kills Germs 
So…. 
I walk to the pub (exercise) 
I put lime in my vodka … (fruit) 
Celery in my Bloody Mary (veggies) 
Drink outdoors on the patio … (fresh air) 
Tell rude jokes and laugh … (eliminate stress) 
Then I pass out… (rest) 
 
The way I see it… If you keep your alcohol 
levels up, flu germs can’t get you! 
 

 
 
HOW TO USE THE HIDDEN ‘SAVE ALL’ 
COMMAND 
 
Press the Shift  key while clicking on the File  
drop down menu and you will see a 'hidden' 
Save All  command  
 
 

 
 
ENTER FREE 
COMPETITIONS 
 
Win DVD’s, Books and more 
www.stuff.co.nz 
www.dompost.co.nz 

 
 

Are you a good keen gardener?  Well, this is 
the place for you.  Win plants and gardening 
equipment 
www.garden-nz.co.nz 

 

Would you like to the wear the latest fashions 
for men and women? You can win heaps here 
if you’re lucky. 
www.fashionnz.co.nz 
 
And this is my favourite 
Win a supply of chocolate TimTams for the 
year or win a holiday 
www.timtamdilemma.com  
 
 



 

 10 

 
 
 

 

Some of the features included on this site are: 
�� Directories 
�� Forums (have your say) 
�� Events coming up in your area 
�� Puzzles 
�� Scoop News (breaking news) 
�� Sport 
�� Health 
�� Politics 

 

www.grownups.co.nz 
 
 

 
 

Hold a hard drive to you ear  
and listen to the C: 

 
 

 
 
CLEAR TEXT FORMATTING WORD 2003 
 
Have you ever needed to quickly clear all  
formatting from a selected group or the whole 
page including font changes, colours, tabs, 
bold, indents etc? 
 
This is how to do it: 
Select / highlight the block of text or the whole 
page you want to change – then go to: 
 
Edit 
Clear 
Formats 
 
Hooray - all will be back to the original copy 
with no colours, different fonts etc. 
 

 
 

 
ACCESS YOUR EMAILS FROM ANY 
COMPUTER IN THE WORLD WHEN 
TRAVELLING 
 
Connect to: www.mail2web.com  
Enter your email address and password and 
voila, all are revealed. 
 

 
 
 
 
For a set monthly fee you can rent an 
unlimited number of DVDs, delivered and 
returned free of charge. 
 
Choose from over 11,000 titles, everything 
from new releases, to documentaries, festival 
titles, adult movies, classics & TV favourites. 
 
Packages start from just $19.95 and can be 
paid by either direct debit or your credit card. 
 
Their free trial has no strings attached and 
you can cancel at any time. 
www.fatso.co.nz 
 

 
 
 

This is a rather important 
one to hang on to.... I think 
the fool moon may be upon 
us….. 

 
For those of you who are sick of getting 
emails that tell you to forward to at least X 
number of people in the next 15 minutes so 
that wonderful things and miracles will happen 
if you do and there will be consequences if 
you don't, then you will enjoy this.    
 
http://info.org.il/irrelevant/may02-smilepop-
soapbox4.swf  
 

 
 
 
KEEP A SOFTWARE LOG BOOK 
 
The best software log book is a little 3B1 
notebook (the one you used for spelling at 

school.)  
 
 

Record the software you load, and 
when.  

 

Don’t forget Internet downloads. Beside each 
entry, enter the date, important key codes and 
support contact information. 
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OVERHEARD IN THE CLASSROOM 
 

Where’s the whizzy thing? 
 

I didn’t expect it to do that! 
 

All my words have disappeared 
 

Something funny is happening 
 

Help!  There’s a squiggly thing here now.   
 

Tutor: What would you do to find the answer? 
Student:  Pray 
 

I didn’t do anything.  It just happened! 
 

It’s not doing what I want it to do.  Why? 
 

It’s gone blue.  Why did it do that? 
 

 
 
MAKE YOUR OWN CERTIFICATES 
 
Do you need certificates for work or fun? 
 
More than 500 free certificate designs that you 
can download and print for free. 
 

Excellence, Births, Diplomas, Marriage, 
Appreciation, Gift, Appreciation, Achievement, 
Kids, Jokes and more … 
 
Download & print instantly!  
 

www.freeprintablecertificates.net/ 
 

 
 
DID YOU KNOW 
 
Stewardesses is the longest word typed with 
only the left hand 
 
The sentence: ‘The quick brown fox jumps 
over the lazy dog’ uses every letter of the 
alphabet 
 

(Now, you KNOW you’re going to try this out 
for accuracy, right?) 
 

 
 

If at first you DO succeed,  
Try not to look astonished! 

HOW CAN I INSERT A TABLE USING THE 
KEYBOARD? 
 
1. Press ALT + A 
 

2. (release the ALT key) 
 

3. Press I + ENTER 
 

4. You should now see the INSERT TABLE 
selection box 

 

5. Use UP / DOWN ARROW KEYS to select 
number of columns needed 

 

6. Press TAB Key to move to Row 
 

7. Use UP / DOWN ARROW KEYS to select 
number of rows needed 

 

8. Press ENTER 
 

9. Table is inserted with standard bordering 
 
NOTE: Do not press the plus sign as it is just 
another way of saying ‘and’  
 

Example: Press ALT and A  
 

 

From the Editor – Margot    
 

Hasn’t Term 3 gone fast?    . 
We’ve had wonderful home 
baking at our breaks with 
recipes being exchanged.  
 

Hmmm… I’m wondering if this is a cooking 
class or a computer class.  
 

It doesn’t matter as it is all good fun and we 
have had lots of laughter – which is always 
good medicine.  Generally, a great time has 
been had by all.  We do want our students to 
be relaxed when they are in class and it has 
been as new friends have been made.   
Bring on Term 4!  
 
This is coming up fast 
 

Open Day  
Tuesday 22 September 
Ngati Toa School.  Room 2 
Piko Street 
Titahi Bay 
9.30 to 12.30. 
 

You are most welcome to ‘Bring a Friend’   
 
 



 

 
SENIORNET PORIRUA COMMITTEE 2009 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Chair / Minute Secretary Hunt Dryburgh Ph: 234.8139 hunt.dryburgh@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary  Laurie Davies Ph: 234.7517 daviess@clear.net.nz 

Treasurer Graham Ellett Ph: 232.6488 ellettg@globe.net.nz  

Tutor Co-ordinator/Tech Person Peter Badart Ph: 232.8241 pbadart@paradise.net.nz   

Student Co-ordinator  Pauline Mckenzie Ph: 233.1202 pauline@actrix.gen.nz 

News Editor Margot Stuart Ph: 236.6217 margots@xtra.co.nz  

Committee  Ron Dunbar Ph: 237.7156 ron-d@slingshot.co.nz   

Committee Peter Phipps Ph: 230.9092 phipps@actriz.co.nz 

Committee  Dave Thorpe Ph: 235.7365 d_thorpe@xtra.co.nz  

Committee Colin Young Ph: 233.1067 youngcw@xtra.co.nz  

 

 

Web site Administrator Bob Pretty Ph: 237.9925 bpretty@clear.net.nz   

 
 

 

OUR CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Postal: SeniorNet Porirua 
 PO Box 50.034 
 Porirua 5240 
 
Premises: Ngatitoa School 
 Piko Street 
 Titahi Bay 
 
Phone: 236.5314  (SeniorNet Classroom) 
 
School Phone: 236.7785 
 
SeniorNet Website:  www.seniornet-porirua.org.nz  
 


